S1R Robert Cochran. 


od the various Extras 
ERS from foreign Hiſtories, and 
_ - the inimitable Diſſertations 
SS publiſhed, of late Years, up- 
on our own, with the 
rous View of putting Mankind on their 
Guard againſt the Snares that may be laid 
to ſubvert their Libertics, by deſperate or 
ambitious Miniſters, I do not remember 
that Scotland has furniſhed its Share to- 
wards this important End ; or that, while 
Sweden, 
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Sweden, Muſcory, and Denmark, ? Py 9 


been called upon for Help, we have had 
one Inſtance of the Fate of a Prime Mini- 
ſter in the Northern Part of this Iſland. 

Now, whether we conſider the Nature 
of the Scorch Government, the Temper of 
the People, or their Affinity to us, no Hi- 
ſtory, in moſt Reſpects, but chiefly in this, 
will be found more worthy of our Atten- 
tion. 3 WI 

Scotland, before the Union, was govern- 
ed by a King and Parliament ; the Crown 
hereditary ; the Officers of State had their 
ſeveral Departments, and, like ours, were 
named by the Sovereign. 

No People were more remarkable for 
their Loyalty and dutiful Regards to their 
Prince ; but none were, at the ſame Time, 
more jealous of their Liberties, or had ſe- 
verer and more frequent Struggles to main- 
tain them. 17 1 


% 


A Prime Miniſter, inconſiſtent with their 
Conſtitution, often fatal to the Sovereign, 
always noxious to the Subject, was their 
utter Averſion ; and their Temper, in a 
Word, as well as their Circumſtances, in 
Relation to Government, was intirely the 
ſame with ours. | 

Nox did the Union of the Crowns pro- 
gucs the leaſt Alteration in their Charac- 
ter 


| 1 
ter in · this Reſpect. On the contrary, ſince 


. — 


that Period, we have often reaped the 


Fruits of their ſeaſonable Zeal for the 


Cauſe of Libert 


Tux March = ; the Scotch Army to York 


put the firſt Stop to the Encroachments and 
Oppreſſions of Charles I. and their repeat- 
ed and bloody Attempts to relieve that 
unfort unate Prince, (as ſoon as he conde- 
ſcended to ſettle the Prerogative on a rea- 
ſonable Foot) and to reſtore his Son, dur- 
ing the Uſurpat ion, are melancholly Proofs, 


that they were not guided by factious 
Views, but by a well regulated Zeal for 


the Welfare and Intereſt of both King- 
doms. 

Tux forward Part they acted in the 
Time of King James II. and the Share 
they bore in the Revolution, are well 
known ; and, without derogating from the 
Merit of any, with Truth it may be ſaid, 
that the peaceable Execution of the Act of 
Sertlement, (the Fountain of our preſent 
bappy Eſtabliſhment) the Acceſſion of the 
Roval Family to the Crown, without the 
Hazard of a deſperate and bloody War, 
was entirely owing to the diſintereſted 
Zeal, the Reſolution and Addreſs of a tew 
Noble Families of North Britain, who, 
without the Advantages of Places, Penſi- 
| — ons, 


he an 
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ons, or Court-Fayour, nay, poſſibly, cons 
trary to the ſecret Wiſhes of the Court it- 
ſell, accompliſhed the Union of the Kings 
doms, in Deſpite of the Outrages of a fu 
rious prejudic'd Populace, influenced by 
the Artifices of a powerful and numerous 
Party. $ | ED 

- Sven was the Alacrity and Confidence 
of Succeſs, inſpired by the Proſpe of ſo- 
curing to Great Britain the invaluable 
Bl s of the Hanover Succeſſion, that a 
Handful of Men, in private Stations, were 
enabled to bring about an Event, which 
had formerly batfied the utmoſt Efforts of 
the Crown. And tho' they daily reap the 
Fruits of their Labours ; tho' their eminent 
Services on that Occaſion are, donbtleſs, 
duly rewarded ; yet ſurely their greateſt 
Enemies would not, at this Time, envy 
thoſe noble Perſons that Tribute of Grati- 
tude and Praiſe which is ſo juſtly due to 
them from the Publick. | 
Bur as we are thereby become one Peo- 
ple, as our Fate muſt be the ſame, and as 
their Influence on our Meaſures cannot 
henceforth be inconfiderable, it will not, 
I hope, be diſagreeable, (I am ſure it will 
not be unprofitable) to take a View of tlie 
Conduct of their Anceſtors, in Times of 
Difficulties and Danger. We ſhall 3 
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de enabled, with more Accuracy, to judge 
what is to be expected from them, if, by 
Means of a corrupt, ambitious, an ignorant, 


er, aud, by accumulated Crimes and Cor- 
ruptions, fu 
of it; wW 

Genius: ſuited to the high Stations he u- 
ſurped, brought his Country into Confuſi- 
on at Home, and Contempt Abroad, and 
ſo proſtituted the Royal Authority, that, 


or a deſperate Miniſter, we ſhould ever 

have the Misfortune of being plunged into 

the like deplorable Circumſtances. 

Tx1s will appear. from the following 
wherein I propoſe to give an Ac- 


count of the Life and Character of a Per- 


fon, who, without the Advantages of Me- 
rit, Blood, or Fortune, ſtumbled into Pow- 


ed himſclf in the Poſſeſſion 
Want of Education, and a 


in the End, the King whom he ſerved, at 


the Head of a powerful Army, was not a- 


ble to protect him from a ſhameful and ig- 


* nominious Death. | 


RxLAT10Ns of this Sort are profitable to 


Men who aſpire to high Stations; amuſing 
to thofe who content themſelves with the 


Enjoyments of a private Life; and give 


{ Offence to none but ſuch as, through a Si- 


militude of Character and Circumſtances, 

feel themſelves hurt, and, by their Cenſl 

acknowledge they are guilty. - © _ 
Six 
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- Sir Robert Cochran, ( for by the Gallar 
he wore it appears he was a Knight) lived 
about the Time that the Ambition of 
Queen Margaret, and the Blunders of her 
deteſted Miniſters, Sufolk and Northum- 
berland, accompliſhed the Ruin of Henry 
IV. and forced him, with his Family, to 
take Refuge in Scotland. 

Hi1sTORY is ſilent as to his Birth; and it 
is from Hints only that any Thing is to be 
learnt concerning his Education. Some 
Writers tell us, he was bred a Maſon (a) 
and others, with greater Appearance of 
Truth, give him the genteeler Title of an 
Architect (5) ; but this Miſtake may be 
owing to a more than ordinary Paſſion for 
building, or to ſomething ſingular in the 
Edifice he erected for himſelf ; for, till he 
enriched himſelf by the Spoils of the Peo- 
ple, 'tis notorious that he had ſcarce a i 
Hole to put his Head in (c). By the ſame 
Rule, it may be ſaid, that he was origi- 
nally a Huntſman, ſince his retaining, to 
the laſt, an Attachment to that Diverſion, 
unbecoming his Station, and often incon- 
ſiſtent with the Load of weighty Concerns 
he had upon his Hands, and wherein he 
could ſuffer no Partner of his Labours, 


gave 
(2) Lindſay; p. 77. (6). Ex Architeſto Aulicus 
fagus. Buchan, P. 231. (e) Lind. p. 79. 


other Circumſtances, it is evident, that his 


* 
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gave Occaſion to the Saying of Sir Robert 
Douglaſs, upon pulling his Horn from him 
on the Day he was exccuted, © Thou 

* been the Hunter of Miſchief too long ( 
FxoM his Ignorance, however, the Blun- 
ders he committed in the Execution of his 
high Truſt (e), the mean Inſtruments hemade 
Choice of for his Aſſiſtants, and for his 


Parties of Pleaſure (F), and from many, 


Education was narrow, and ſuited ſo ill 
the Grandeur he afterwards affected, that, 
under Heaps of Finery, of which he was 
ridiculouſly fond, the Clown was conſtant- 
ly to be diſcerned : © His riding Apparel 
* was of black Velvet ; the Horn he wore, 
as a Badge, doubtleſs, of an Office belong- 
ing to the Chace, or his being Ranger of 
of a Royal Park or Foreſt, © was adorned 
© with Jewels and precious Stones, and 
© tipped with fine Gold at both Ends (g); 
* bis Collar, (which, by the Earl of Angus's 


© reproachful Words, was the Euſgn of a 


noble Order) by its Value, muſt have 
© weighed at leaft three Pounds (hb). How 
he diſpoſed of the other curious Horns, 

| B mentio- 


(d) Lind. p. 78. (e)] Buch. p. 231. (J) E con- 
temptiſſimo genere hominum. Ibid. (g) Lind. p. 78. 
Torque aureo mag. pond. Buch. p. 234. A Rope 
would become you better, Lind, p. 78. 
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mentioned by Lindſay, as Part of his Ora 


naments, or Marks of Diſtinction, is not 


ſo clear; but in this all Authors agree, 


that his affected Magnificence (i), in which 
there was always too much, and much 
wanting, ſerved only to ſet forth his auk- 
ward Taſte, and the mean Things he had 
been accuſtomed to in his Youth. Nor 
did Nature, to make amends for theſe De- 
fects, and in ſome Meaſure to intitle him 
to the Honours wherewith Fortune ſeem'd 
diverted to overload him, beſtow upon him 
extraordinary Talents in their Room. His 
Superiority conſiſted in a matchleſs Impu- 
dence. He was abandon'd enough to un- 
dertake, and had Boldnefs to execute the 
moſt deſperate and villainous 'Things, pro- 
vided they contributed to the Advanee- 
ment of his Fortune, or to ſtrengthen his 
Intereſt ; and theſe were the Qualifications 
that long ſupported him, in the high Sta- 
tion he attain'd, after he was accidentally 
taken Notice of, and brought to Court by 
James Third of Scotland (). | 

Taz Courtiers, however, ſoon diſcover'd 
in him the Symptoms of a growing. Favo- 

X : | rite ; 


ipage , Lind. p. 78 and 79. 


(i) See his Field 


(&) Buch. p. 231. Whoſe chief Commendation was be- 


Arr. wicked and villainous, Hume p. 222. 
d. 73 and 714. 
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( 1 
rite; for, by the Labours of the Body, ho 
ſupply'd the Defects of the Mind. He 


bore with Patience the groſſeſt Indignities, 


and with Aſſiduity executed the meaneſt 
Offices (J), ſo that he quickly became im- 
portant, and was judged worthy of the Al- 
liance of a Perſon of Quality, at that Time 
in great Favour at Court. But as the 
Name of that noble Lord is never once 
mentioned in Hiſtory, after Sir Robert got 
into the full Poſſeſſion of Power, it is to be 
preſumed, that he ſupplanted him (m), or 
treated him ( as he did others) with ſo 
much Arrogance and Contempt, that he 
found himſelf under a Neceſſity of reſign- 
ing his Employments, and retiring to the 
Country. Let this be as it will, the Lu- 
ſtre of ſo conſiderable an Alliance was 
the firſt Step to his approaching Grandeur, 
to which many other Circumſtances con- 
curred to pave the Way. 

His Maſter's Paſſions were ſtrong and 
undiſguiſed ; he could not brook Contradi- 
ion ; and preſuming to offer Advice, that 
claſh'd with his Humours or Notions, was 
an infallible Cauſe of Averſion and Diſ- 
grace (). Thus it became no eaſy Task 

| to 
(1 ) Buch. p. 231. (m) Buch. ibid. (u) Ingenio 


acri & prefervido, Bach. 229. Effrznatos tmpetns, Buch. 


p. 237. Procerum incenſendo refugerit libertatem, tales 
circa ſe habebat, qui non corrigerent ſed approbarent 
ſua decreta Buch. p. 231. 
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| . 
to recoreile his Intereſts and Inclinations; 


and it required a maſterly Head, and a de- 


licate Turn, to ſerve him faithfully, with- 
out forfeiting his Confidence and Favour 
(o). But to Sir Robert theſe were trifling 
Difficulties. He was not troubled with the 
fooliſh Qualms that ſtartle ſcrupulous Stateſ- 
men ; Wealth and Dominion were the Points 


he ſteer d to, no Matter what were the Con» 


ſequences of the Methods he employed to 
attain them (p). 

Axornxx Thing that contributed not a 
little to his Riſe, and freed him from the 
Hazard of many Rivals, was the Fate of 


thoſe who had ſignaliz d themſelves, by ad- 


hering to the King in his younger Days. 
The Diſgrace of ſome, the Neglect of o- 
thers, and the ſlender Rewards that any 
of them met with, deterred all Perſons of 
Merit and Fortune from aſpiring to the 
Place they had poſſeſſed in his Favour. 

, MANT. on that Occaſion, confidering 
© the Inconſtancy of Fortune, but the grea- 


| © xer Number reflecting on the King's ſmall 


* Regard to paſt Scroices, that he repented 
* ſoon of the Favours he beſtotved, whilff 
* be was tenacious of Wrath, and irrecon- 
Cu op on Cy cilable 
(6) Hume, p. 222. (5 Whether ; | 
* was alike to him; Lind, p. — 10 
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ceaſed not to purſue him, even to ſpiriting 


13 ) 

& cilable in the Aver ſions, which, on very 
* tight Grounds, he was apt to conceive (g. 
Bor the Fall of the Earl of Arran 
wrought the ſtrongeſt Effect in this Way. 
I not only aftoniſhed bis Friends, but a- 
© mazed even his Enemies. The Bright- 
*© neſs of his Parts, bis Maguificence, Ge- 
* © neroſaty, and other eminent Virtues, were 
4 N * Reach of Envy and Detratti- 
on (r 

Ax had ſerv'd the King from his Youth, 

with Fidelity and Zeal, and the greateſt 
Honours of his Country had, in Return, been 
i conferred upon him. He acquitted him- 
+ ſelf of his Embaſſy with Honour and Ap- 
plauſe ; but, during that Embaſſy, his E- 
nemies found Means to ſupplant him (). 
and the vile Abuſes, the low Calumnies, 
the ſpiteful Malice, wherewith the Court 


7 


a> 


from him a Wife of infinite Worth, who a- 


dor'd him (), afford melancholly Ideas of 


the Times he liv'd in. 


* 
# 
- 


Sik Robert, however, and he indeed al- 


/ moſt only, found his Account in them ; and 


what 


( 9) Bach. p. 229. (r) Landata ſupra modum, eti- 
am ab invidis & minus 2quis, ejus virtute & ſplendore, 
opibuſpue ad quamvis magnificentiam ſuppetentibus, 
Buch. p. 22. (J) Ibi fraude inimicorum, & amicts 
parum proſpicientibus, Buch, Ibid. (1) Infignem 
erga maritum amoreme Buch. p. 228. | 


| 14 
what by Means of the Rupture in the Roy- 
al Family (u), (the Source of all the King's 
Misfortunes, as it occaſioned the firſt Breach 
among his Friends) which, by trumping up 
a fooliſh Prophecy (x), he at length ac 
compliſhed, by his notorious Corruptions, 
and by an outward Shew of abject Sub- 
miſhon to his Maſter, whilſt, behind his 
Back, his Behaviour toward him was moſt 
ungrateful and indecent (y). He gain'd ſuch K. 
an Aſcendant over the King, that not only *®. 
no Reports to his Prejudice were hearken'd 
to, but all his Repreſentations of Men 

and Things, however falſe, found entire 
Credit (3). 

'Tness were ſuited to his own Purpoſes, 
which ſeldom were confiſtent with the 
King's, and never with his Country's In- 
tereſt. He treated as Enemies to both, 
and, unfortunately for himſelf, the King 
aced as if they had really been ſo, who- 
ſoever differ'd with him in Opinion, or pre- 
ſum'd to oppoſe his pernicious Schemes (a). 

Trvs were Numbers drove from Court, 

wWhoſe 

(n) Lind. f. 73 and 74. (x) Ezque didtio cum 
malifica rum mulicrum reſponſis conſentiret, Buch. p. 
231. Lind. p. 75. (0) This falſe Fluterer, Lind. p. 74. 
He cared not the King's Honour, Lind. p. 75. Hume 
5. 221. (z) Ibid. (a) Quicunque habet — potentiam 
ad audaciæ reſiſtendum; hunc pro hoſte numerat, Bucb. 

P. 233. Lind. P. 75. 
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(hoſe Abilities, Birth, and Fortunes, en? 
Ftitled them to a Share in the Government; 
but diſdain'd to purchaſe it by mean Sub- 
miſſions, or at the Expence of concurring 
in Meaſures deſtructive to their King and 


Country (b). 


/ Tnvs was the Way paved for Sir Ro- 
Pert's preſent Grandeur; but he was not 


aware, that, by theſe violent Proceedings, 


he laid the Foundation of inevitable Ruin, 


rhich overtook him in the Height of his i- 
maginary Glory. 5 75 
Bor having ſatiated his Ambition, by 


worming out of Court, even to Kinſmen 


and Benefactors, all who had Power or 
Parts to controul him, it was now high 
Time to think of indulging another favo- 
ite Paſſion; and, while his Head was 
trowded with Funds and Projects to in- 
reaſe his Maſter's Hoards, he neglected 
pot the neceſſary Means of raifing to him- 
elf, from nothing, an exorbitant Eſtate (c). 
Aus theſe, the Sale of all Employ- 
ments, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil (for even 
Siſhopricks were ſold, aut tur pium colup- 
tum Miniſtris in preminm cedebant ) 
jade no ſmall Figure (4), both on ac- 
count 


0 Vide the Lords Remanſtrance to the King, Liud. 
76. ſe) Lucri oſtentata magnitudo eo facile perdu- 
We, ut Regi ſuaderent, & c. Buch. p. 227 & 229. (d) 
bus omnibus, tam ſacris quam prophanis, in aula ve- 

ad publicam nund inationem Prepoſitis. ib. p. 231. 


16) | 

Count of the Profits that thereby accrn'd | 
and of the fatal Effects it produced; in 
propogating his Corruptions, in diſcourags | 
ing Virtue, Learning, and Merit, and 
in laying Men in Office under a Sort of Ne- 
ceſſity of oppreſſing the Subject, and rob- 
bing the Crown. - This was puſhed to ſo. 
ſcandalous a Height, during Sir Robert's 
Adminiſtration, that it prov d a Source of 
infinite Diſcontent and Clamour againk | 
the Court. | | ' 
Taz Patent he obtain'd for coining of 
Copper, or Halfpence- (e), made no leſs 
Noiſe, and brought him in immenſe Sums. 
By Degrees, it would, as he had laid his 
Plan, have drain'd all the Specic, and 
would have utterly ruin'd the Trade of the 
Country it was granted for; and, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Oppoſition it met with, it 
did incredible Miſchief (/ | 
Ir is a Miſtake to imagine, that J/ood? 
had any Concern in this Project; for tho“ 
there is Reaſon to believe, that he conti- 
nued in the King's Service during Sir 
Robert's Miniſtry, yet Sir Audrew Mood 
had a Soul above any Thing ſo foul and 
| in- 

te) The King gave him Leave to ſtrike Money, call'd 
Coll; Frilinge, Lind. p. 75. Monetz — Bucb. 


p. 234 (J) Hinc orta omnium rerum caritas ſed 


ne omnino commercia ceſſarent, unum inventum eſt re- 
medium, Buch. ib. | 


* 
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not to avow his Tranſactions and Jobbs o 
= 


and I flatter 


| on, that he ha 


| 1 
fiffartious; as this Impoſition of the Halfa 
pence appears to have been ( 9) - and tho? 
all the Hiſtorians treat fully on this Mats 
ter, I find no other Perfon of that Name 
made Mention of by any of them; 

Ir is not my Intention to enter into a 
minute Detail of the Miniſter's Rapines. 
," 2 = JS. And, * to re- 

te all t articulars reported, it mi 
feem incredible, that one, who raped 


this Sort; in the publickeſt Manner, 
be-fo long bore with in a free Country. 
chuſe, therefore, to cloſe this Branch of 
his Character with Lindſay's Account of 
him, which is extremely to the Purpoſe; 
felf, that the evident 
Marks it bears of plain and unaffected Sin- 
cerity, will induce the candid Regder to 
rdon his uncourtly Style, and the un- 
faſhionable Expreffions he makes Uſe of. 
But I ought firſt to premiſe, that tho' the 
Miniſter was undoubtedly poſſeſs d of the 
Profits of the Earldom of Mar, either by 
Grant, or under Colour of colleQing them 
for the King ; 3 is the general Opini- 
| no Patent for the Title ; 
and moſt Hiſtorians, like our Author, treat 
him with ſo much Contempt, that they 
ſeldom 


0 Lind. f. 53 and 94. Buch. P. 240. 
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ſeldom beſtow upon him a Defignatign 
more reſpectful, him barely that of bis 
Sirname (þ). 
At this Time, Cochran grew ſo fami- 
iar with his Grace, that nothing was 
© done at Court without bim; and all 
© Men that would have their Buſmeſs 
© dreſs d with the King's Grace, came to 
Cochran, and made bim Foreſpeaker for 
© chem, and gave him large Sums of Mo- 
© ney to dreſs their Buſmeſs. Therethrough 
© he became ſo rich and 7 and 
* ſuch Suhſtance, that no might ſtrive 
* with him. But be knowing the King's 
© Nature, that be was covetous upon 
© ney, and loved them better that gave 
© him Money, | than thoſe that took from 
Bim, be gave the King large Sums of 
© Money, wherethrough he obtained the 
1 dom of Mar from the King, and ever 
© clamb bigher and higher in Court, till be 
© bad no Peer nor Compariſon of no Lord 
© of Scotland, Spiritual nor Temporal, in 
© the King's Favour. Whatever was done 
© in Court or Council with the King, no- 
© thing was done or concluded but by bim ; 
| nor 


* ſcriptores Cochran. Marriz comitem cre- 
tantum fruttus colli i curam illi commiſ- 


655 


atum, 


3 in Buch. p. 234 Regendum commiſe- 
Tat. 8, 5 3 : | 


8 N. 
* #or no Man durft ſay, that his Proceed- 
© ings were wicked or evil, or unprofitable 
* for the Commonzweal, but he would have 
* bis Indignation, and cauſe punijh him 
* for the ſame : For this Cochran had ſuch 
Autbority at Court, and ſuch Credence of 
* © the King, that no Man got Credence or 
Audience of the King, but by bis Moyen. 
* $ all that would efteem him, or flatter 
Bim, or bribe him, their Matters were 
* dreſs d according to their own Pleaſure, 
* whether it were juſt or unjuſt, or againſt 
© the Commonzweal, all was alike to bim; 
© for be cared not the Welfare of the Realm, 
* nor the Honour of the King, ſo that he 
* might have his own fingular Profit, and 
* Eftimation at Court. So he abuſed this 
noble Prince, that none was received in 
© Court, nor no Kind of Offices beftowed, 
but on thoſe that would obey him, and be 
f bis Faction. So by this Means the 
* © prudent Lords Counſel was refuſed, 
ani their Sons were abſent from the 
* King's Service; for no Man durſt come 
to ſerve the King, but he that was a Flat- 
terer of Cochran, and thought all Things 
© well done that be counſelled the King to 
* do. By this Way, the King loft the Hearts 
* of many of his beſt Subjetts, who fain 
* would hade ſerved the King's Majef y; 
vs © 0 ut 


BY 
© but they conld +2 ng Fa, this Coch⸗ 
© ran and bis Company ; and no Caſualty 
© could fall io the King, but it was diſpo- 
: "fed of by the Advice of this Cochran, aud 
77 © not by the Counſel of the Lords and Bo- 
ont. 
1 theſe Words does Lindſay ſet forth 
the Character of this all-gralping Power- 
engroſſing Miniſter; ſo ſingular in its 


extant, can be — 
The Sufolks, "- Buckinghams, and moſt 
of the Pens toe. Prime Miniſters, whoſe 


Actions have been recorded, as they were 

of noble Blood, ſo all of them had lome- 

thing great in their Char 
the MER 


acters, which, in 
of their Vices, commanded Re- 
ect. They valyed themſelves upon pa- 
tronizing Merit, in ſome Shape; and ſtu- 
died to raiſe the Luſtre and the Magnifi- 
cence, and to improve the Politenels of 
the Courts they ſhined in. But to our He- 
ro this peculiar Praiſe is due, That he 
4. 8 a Conformity with bis ozyn Taſte, 
74 Curt, and reduced it to the Level 
b 


5s or clowniſh Deportment. His 
okes, always noiſy, often obſcene, became 
the Standard ſaſbionable Mit; and ſuch 
was the Influence of bis riotous Bebavi- 
bar, that the Fre and Decomies, fee 
rial 
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Enforced by his Example, and nouriſhed 
py his practices, ſuch a Torrent of Corrup- 
tion diffuſed itſelf through the whole King- 
dom (T), as endangered the immediate 
EF Subverſion of the Conſtitution, Nor was 
Fit confined to the meaner Sort. The Sen- 
timents and Morals of Perſons of the firſt 


TATA aA“ 


1 Mercbandiſe of themſelves and their Ser- 
I vices to the Miniſter. 


21 
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tial to the Dignity of a Royal Palacm 
ere bani ſbod, or ridiculed, as ſti and 
wy d antiquaied Fopperies (i). 


Bur this was not all, nor the worſt. 


ank were debauched; and what was, in 


former Days, if ever praQtiſed by Men of 


Figure, wrapt up in the Bowels of Secre» 


ey and Darkneſs, came now to be openly 
tranſacted, as well in regard to ſelling of 


Places in their Diſpoſal (J), as in making 


For tho' he was deteſted by the Body 


| of the People (m); tho' the Party, which 
the publick Dangers, the Preſervation of 
the King, and the Cauſe of Liberty, had 


united 


(1) They were not worthy to have been with a King 
— to rule a Court, or give Counſel to a you Prince ; 
but were fitter for Ploughmen, Shepherds, and Com- 
Keepers. Vide Lord Chancel. S Lind. p. 87. (k) 

empora etiam corrupta. Buch. p. 239, (1) Aulica fa» 
—a Rege! ta aliis divendebant» Bach. p. 229. 
#) Tum yniverſorum ſtudio in eorum exitiun. 
Buche p. 234. 


1 

united in a determined Oppoſition to his 
Meaſutes, conſiſted of all the great Men, 
remarkable for Parts or Virtue (n); yet he 
had ſome conſiderable in Titles, as well as 
Fortunes, who long adhered to him, and 
bluſhed not to juſtify his Conduct, at the 
Expence of their Judgment or Characters. 
Of this Number was the Lord Chamber- 
lain (o); a Man fo little hamper d by that 
unprofitable Companion, called Principle; 
that be ſeems not to have underſtood the 
Meaning of the Word. He was abjekt, 


haughty, falſe, ſelfiſh, illiterate, and con- 


ccited ; and his whole Merit confiſted in 
an unwearied Aſſiduity in Attendance, and 
a loobily Sort of Craft (p). | 
x is faid to have been the firſt Man of 
any Note who brib'd the Miniſter ; and 
this is not a bare Suſpicion, founded upon 


Want of Merit, but it is particularly re- 


corded, © That by large Sums he purchaſ- 
© ed Sir Robert's Support in the Poſſeſſion 
© of a Province, (as Buchanan uſually tiles 
Lit) of which he had the Government in 
© the late King's Time (g). 
. Ix 
) Theſe Proceedings moved the Lords, &c. to fall 
;- King, and ſet their Intent to find a Remedy. 
(?) Beheved with ſuch cratty Means to uſe the ſame— 
Lind. p- 73; Vitio tempors ab Jieris incolts. Bach 
(4) Gave an great Gifts of Gold and Silver. ib. 


p. 76. (0) Lind. p. 72, 73» 74, 86 and go, 


. a danke a #h * 
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- In Return, by the Rewb his Place at 
Court gave him, and his groſs Flatteries 
(r), he contributed not a little to deceive 
the King, and fortify the Miniſter in his 
Favour 655 Prey by confirming his falſe 
Suggeſtions, and ſometimes inſinuating, by 
Way of Threat, That his Majeſty would 
be trretrievably undone, the Moment he put 
the Management of his Affairs in other 
Hands. Yet no ſooner did this zealous 
' Friend perceive the Tide run too ſtrong, 
and the Miniſter in real Danger, but he 
| turn'd Tail, and was one of the firſt in pro- 
poſing the ignominious Part of his Execu- 

| tion (t). 
[Bor the Contagion of the Miniſter's 
Corruptions raged no where with greater 
-Violence than amongſt the Clergy ; and the 
arranteſt Tools, the thorougheſt Flatterers 
, his Power procured him, were the Biſhops 
| (); inſomuch, that we read but of ode of 
thoſe holy Fathers, who, during his Ad- 
miniſtration, had the Virtue to act a Part 
becoming the Dignity of his Order, and 
the Courage to make a Stand in Defence 
of the Liberties of his Country (x). The 
| Hopes 
 (r) He flattered the King and Courtiers. Lind. p. 74. 
(s) The Fortifier of Cochran in that Cauſe. ib. (i) 
Lind. p. 77. (u) Inter hos Anlz mores, ordo eccleſiz- 


ſticus nihilo ſanſtius agebat. Buch. p. 229. (x) Un 
velut ſufflaniinabat. i, — Epiſcopi reliqui. 230. 
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Hopes of Tranſlations, the Luſt of richer 
Benefices, and the late Regulations, with 
regard to the proper Methods cf being re- 
commended to them, is aſhgned, by Bu- 
chanan, as the Source of this Evil ( py). © For 


© tho' Luxury and Avarice (lays that lear- 
been 


© ned Author) had long dominant 
* inthe M s of the Church, yet, tobile 
Virtus was encouraged, and Learning re- 
* warded, they retained the Appearances, 
* at leaft, of their primitive Charatter. 
But no ſooner was this new Road to Pre- 
ferment chalk'd out, when Flattery and 
implicit Submiſhon came to be the only ne- 
ceſſa 
ſolve 
they ſoon became a mere dead Weight, with- 
out Liberty or Choice ; united indeed, but 
not to ſeek or ſerve, or defend Truth, or 
Fuſtice, or Right, but to promote the De- 
ins of thoſe who ſerved them, and fa- 
voured their Attempts of eftabliſhing a 
Spiritual Tyranny (2). 2 
A fla 
Miniſter's playing to the Biſnops Hands, 
as they conſtantly did to his) was the 
cruel 


O Poteſtatem deſignandi quos vellet Inde enim 


non defuturum, unde & contumaces repri & du- 
bios retineret, & bene meritis gratiam referret— Adu- 
latoribus cedebant. Buch. p. 229 & 231. (2) Contis 
nuo nova rerum facies. ib. | 8 


ry Qualifications required, all was re- 
into the arbitrary Will of One, and 


grant Inſtance of this ( I mean the : 


; 
[ 


nemini ſui temporis inferior, Buch. p. 231, 


Eruel and inhuman Uſage which that ye- 
nerable and worthy Churchman, Peter 
Graham, met — And tho', in Times 
like the preſent, (when Meekneſs, Chari- 
ty,  Selt- -denial, and Brotherly Love, 
are the diſtinguiſhing Qualities of the Pil- 
lars of our Church) it will hardly be c:e- 

dited that ſo giolent à Spirit could be ſtir- 
red up againſt an innocent, inoffenſwe, be- 
necolent Man; againft whom no Vices, no 
Immoralities, no Infidelity, could, with 
any Juſtice, be objetled (a). Yet, as the 
Story. is well atteſted, and is thought wor- 
thy of being ſet forth, in all its Circum- 
ſtances, by a very conciſe and judicious 
Hiſtorian, I hope a ſummary Account of 
ir will not be diſagreeable to the curious 
Reader ; eſpecially as it furniſhes a con- 
vincing Proof of. the Truth of an old Say- 


ing, That you may as well oppoſe the Rags 


of the Sea in a T empeſt, as the Fury of a 
Prieft intoxicated with Power. 

Tris worthy Prelate was nam'd by the 
Pope to the, See of St. Andrews ; but, to 


his Misfortune, without previous Applica- 


tion to the Miniſter, and the Knot of 
Prieſts i in Combination with him. 


D | 5 Ux: 


l (a). Vir nullius ſceleris 8 dogrina & virtute 


Xt * Wap 
 Unwitimc to countenance; and uns 
able to reform the Condu of his Bre- 
thren, he had ſome 'Time before retir'd to 
Rome, where his Piety, his Wiſdom, and 
Chriſtian Deportment, eaſily procured him, 
beſides his Biſhoprick, a Commiſſion as 
Legate. | 

HoweEveR agreeable it was to the Body 
of the Clergy, that a Charge of ſuch Im- 
portance was entruſted in the Hands of ſo 
good and ſo learned a Man (5), his Power 
and his Character alarm'd, equally, the go- 
verning Prelates, and thoſe whoſe ſole 
Pretenfions to Church Preferments confiſt- 
ed in a flaviſh Submiſſion to them (c); and 
no ſooner was his Nomination heard of, 
but a deteſtable Conſpiracy was form'd to 
diſappoint and deſtroy him (4). 

" Heaven and Earth were moved for 
that Purpoſe, and no Means, however 
wicked and unfair, were left unpraftiſed ; 
ſo that their Clamour (e), and the Appre- 
henſions of the Miniſter, whoſe tottering 
Condition made him dread the Effects of 
their Reſentment, ſoon procur'd a Reſo- 

lution 

(b) A minoribus | > wy ſacerdotibus ſatis zquo ani» 
mo eſt auditus : gaudebant enim munus tam neceſſarium 
viro bono & erudito commiſſum, Buch. p. 230. (c) 
Fremebat ea fagio —ib. (d) Hi omnes, conjuratione 
acta. ib. (e) Maledictis Patricium onerant, & 1 
giam collecti queruntur. ib. 


in Re- 
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ſation at Court to ſuſpend him from. the 
Exerciſe of his Functions, till the King 
was duly inform'd of the Truth of the Facts 
laid to his Charge (J). | | 

Tu firſt ObjeRion againſt his Admiſſion 
was, That he was an Enemy to the 
Conſtitution (g), © His Commiſſion contain- 
ing a Power to reform (h). 

HE Second, That he was a Here- 
tick, Having ſaid Maſs thrice iv one 
Day; whereas no Biſhop in the King- 
dom perform d that Office above once in 


three Months (i) 


Axornex Set of ments were ur- 
ged againſt him, from the Manner in 
which he was recommended (). And 
the laſt and moſt powerful was, That 
the Adminiſtration muſt unavoidably be 
owerſet, and his Majeſty expoſed to im- 
minent Danger, if a Perſon of his Prin- 


ciples, ſo obnoxious to the Clergy, was 


promoted (/). 
No 


(F) Ne ullam fu! muneris partem att ingeret, donec 
Rex, de queremoniis ad verſus eum ad ſe delatis, cogno- 
ſceret. Buch. p. 230. (g Vetuſta majorum jura — violari. 
uno dig ter miſſaret, dum vix reperiebatur Epiſco 
qui ternis menſibus ſemel id munus obiret. ib. (&) Re- 
centia Regum ediſta violart, ac multa univerfo-regno 
damnoſa per Romanenſes adagitari- ib, (1) Regem bre- 
vi in ordinem zedatum iri ib. 


| 28 Ie 
No Sort of Proof was at firſt offer'd in 
Support of theſe weighty Charges ; but, 
after they were ſufficiently ſpread, and e- 
very honeſt Man was aſtoniſh'd at the Me- 
thod of Aſperſion, the Authors of theſe 


Infamies pretended, that publick Fame was 


a good Foundation for Suſpicion, and that 
the Party, fo ſuſpected, muſt be preſum'd 
guilty, unleſs he clear'd himſelf to the 
World ( But this he had a Soul too 

at to ſto p to; he diſdain'd ſuch mean 
and idle Endeavours. ON. 

Ix the mean While, the Faction that 
oppoſed him bethought themſelves of an 
infallible Expedient to facilitate the Work, 
an Argument of greater Weight than any 


they had hitherto made Uſe of: A large 


Sum of Money was collected, and preſent- 


ed at Court by the Biſhops (n), © That 


© they might not ſeem ungrateful to ſo kind 


an Adminiſtration. Upon the Credit of 


this a new Scene was opened. | 

Tus Objections againſt this irreproach- 
able Man, were, at firſt, pretended to be 
founded only upon his general Character; 
but his Life and Actions were afterwards 


ſcann d and commented upon (o); his fa- 


miliar 


A* Buck p. 230. (#) Epiſcopi reliqui—ib. (o) De 
vita & moribus enquirerent. Buck, * (0, 
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miliar Converſations, from his Youth up- 
ward, were ſifted into; and, in the End, a 
Couple of infamous ſpiteful Clergymen(the 
one a profeſt Fortune-Teller, the other a 
pitiful School-Maſter) (p), were ſpirited 
up as Actors and In'formers againſt him. 
Among other groundleſs Calumnies, they 
ſuggeſted, that he was mad; an Epithet 
then given by the Courtiers to cvery Thin 


that looked like Virtue or publick Spirit; 


* 


| 
1 
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but tho' the whole Charge amounted to no 
more than a Number of zrifling, ridiculous 
and incredible Talis, yet ſuch was the In- 
veteracy and prevailing Influence of his 
Oppoſers, that an Inquiſition (it cannot be 
called a Trial) was held upon the Integti- 
ty of his Lite and Character; and S$chyoes, 
his Accuſer and mortal Enemy, appointod 
Judge for that Purpoſe. There, (ſays our 
Author) by the iniquitous Sentence of a par- 
tial Judge, ſupported by the Teftimony of 
ſuborn'd Witneſſes, he was cempelled to 
ſpue up or renounce the Biſhoprick. 
Nor was this ſufficient to ſatiate the Ma- 
lice of nis Adverſaries, but, euvying the 
Mag- 
( Seveſſius igitur ingenii acrimonia, & ſcientiæ a- 
ſtrolog ie jactatione, & aulica gratia florens — commn- 
nicato conlilio cum Johanne Locco ſcholarum publia- 


rum rectore, machinas omnes ad eum ſubvertendum 
admovent. ih. Hcmines ex inſeriore ordine — con- 


temſit. 75. 
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Magnanimity, the Temper and Reſignati- 
on wherewith he ſubmitted to a Torrent 
he was unable to withſtand, they ceaſed 
not to perſecute him, till Age and Sorrows 
Put an End to his Life. | 

So far d it with this exemplary Prelate, 
ander the Scourge of this unexampled Ad- 
miniſtration (q). Adored by the People 
for bis generous and upright Sentiments 5 
He was inferior to none of his Cotempora- 
ries in Learning and Knowledge. *© His 
* Fate, (continues the above mentioned 
Author) affords a _ Image of the Mi- 
© {ery of the Times he lived in; and one 
may eaſily judge what Hardſhips and 
. © Oppreſſions the Subjects of inferior Note 
* groan d under, when a Man of his noble 
© Extrattion, eminent for all Manner of 
© Virtues, a Friend to the King, allied to 
© bis Family, and ſupported by the Fa- 
© Cour and good Wilks, of Perſons of the 
© firſt Rank of the Kingdom, was thus cru- 
* elly abandon'd, by a profligate Miniſter, 
to the Inſults aud Perſecution of his Ene- 
mies (.. 2 

Bur Sir Robert was become deſperate , 
and the publick Marks of the People's In- 
| TE dignation, 


- (9) Pancis infimz ſortis nebulonibus, ib. (r) Ut fa- 
vor populi erga Pagricium clanguelceret, (5) Buch. 
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dignation, (which broke out in all. Parts of 

the Kingdom, upon his notorious Attempts 

to extend and 1 his Tyranny) ex- 
uc 


aſperated him to ſuch a Degree (t), that he 
ſeem' d determin'd to involve the King and 
Country in his Ruin, ſince he found it in- 
conſiſtent with his Safety to reſign his Pow- 
er (u). But Providence, and the Vigilance 
of his Oppoſers, diſappointed, in ſome 
Meaſure, his wicked Purpoſes: And the 
Acceſſion of the Lord High Chancellor, to 
their Party, did greatly contribute to faci- 
litate their Succeſs. His Abilities, Judg- 
ment, Prudence, Reſolution and Integrity, 
had acquired him univerſal Eſteem, and he 
was almoſt adored by thoſe of his Profeſſ- 
on (x). Whilſt he adhered to the Court, 
his Reputation gave Credit to their Coun- 
ſels (y); but finding it in vain to oppoſe, in 
private, the pernicious Schemes that were 
purſued, and that what he recommended 


or adviſed was but little regarded, he en- 


tred into Concert with thoſe who were uni- 
ted in Defence of the Conſtitution, and la- 
boured to preſerve the King, by ſeparating 
his Cauſe from the Miniſter's (z). 


| How 

t) Qui, quod omnibus jure ſe inviſum intelligit, 
mnes oderit. Buch. 23 . (1) Lind. P. 76. Nihil 
eminens aut excelſum ſupereſſe vult. Buch. ibid. 
(*) Crawford. Vit. . Evendal. (3) Ibid, (2) Lind. 
p · 76 and 77. . p : 
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Ho he came to be continued in his O.. 
fice, at a Time when differing with the 
Miniſter, in the molt trivial Points, was at- 
tended with immediate Diſgrace, is not 
mentioned in Hiſtory ; but, it is certain, he 
was one of the ſelect Committee who con- 
certed the Method of ſeizing him at Larv- 
der, and, as Lord Chancellor, aſſiſted at 
his Trial (a). | 3 255 
 Bex$Ivts, it appears, by his remarkable 
Speech to the Duke of Albany, after the 
King's Retreat to the Caſtle of Edinburgh, 
that he had been of the Number of the 
Patriots long before that Event, and had 
loudly diſapproved his Majeſty's Ch ice, 
both with Regard to Men and Meaſures(b). 

Bur, to counterbalance the growing 
Power of the Country Party, and ward a- 
gainſt the Vengeance wherew:th their In- 
creaſe daily threaten'd him, no Methods 
were left unpractiſed by the Miniſter, to 
ſtrengthen the King's Hands, as well as to 
fill his Coffers. Some Inſtances of his In- 


.genuity, in forming Projects to plunder his 


Fellow-Subjects, we have already. ſeen; but 
as the Funds for Corruption were-not ve- 
ry extenſive in thoſe Days, and the Go- 
vernment could not be carried on without 
Parliaments, he contrived a frugal Expe- 
dient 
(2) Lind. P. 77: (b) See his Speech, Lind. p. St. 


i 
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Mont to render theſe Parliaments deper- 
dent on the Crown, and ſecure to hiniſelf 
a certain Majority of Voices. For this 
Purpoſe, we are told by a learned Anti- 
quary (c), a ſufficient Number of Men of 
low Rank, and particularly of the inferior 
Clergy, were, in this Reign, brought in- 
to Parliament, who had no other Right to 
ſit and vote there, but being called by the 
King's Writ. How this ſecur'd a Majority 
for the Court, is obvious; but two Things 
are neceſlary to be explain'd — That the 
Lords and Commons made but one Houſe; 
and that Perſons ſo called, by Writ, had no 
Title to fit in ſubſequent Parliaments. But 
as this Power had never been practiſed in 
former Reigns, and was ſoon put a Stop to, 
it was, doubtleſs, an unwarrantable Stretch 
of the Prerogative, more dangerous than 
the Abuſe of creating a Number of Peers 
for a Job, but much of the ſame Nature. 

ITuis unprecedented Method of railing 
the Power of the Crown, of which the Scat 
were always extreamly jealous ; this infal- 
lible Way of reducing Parliaments to an 
abſolute Dependency, by overpowering its 


ancient Conſtituents with a corrupt Crew, 
who were gaping for {mall Preferments, had 
an Effect quite different from what the M i- 

| E niſter 


(e] Cranford. 


{ 4. 

niſter propoſod. It 3; FR all 
Endeavours of bringing him to Juſtice, in 
the uſual Ferms, impracticable; but as it 
fruſtfated the very Intent of Parliaments, 
as if made the Conſtitution ſubſervient to 
the Evils it was calculated to prevent, it 
united, in a cloſer Concert againſt him, all 
who breathed the Sentiments of Liberty, 
and envigorated their Refolutions of pul- 
ling down a Man, whoſe conſtant- Buſineſs 
t was to forge new Fetters for his Coun- 
try (4); ſo that the only Adherents he had 
left, were a Medley of puſillanimous or ne- 
ceflitous Slaves, who, when his Day came, 
had not the Soul to ſhew their Face in his 
Tuts: Inconveniencies,: this obvious 
Hazard, one would think, he could not be 
fo blind as not to foreſee; but it-is poſſible, 
at the fame Time, to imagine, that his 
Crimes laid him under a Neceſſity of form- 
ing deſperate Defigns, however wretched 
his Conſcience might make him in the Exe- 
cution of them. This appears plainly to 
have been Sir Robert's Caſe. 3 
ZBor whilſt the Stings of a guilty Cogſri- 

ence purſued him, and filled his Imagine» 
tion / with the Horrors of the Puniſhment 
he deferved; while forebodding ty 
. «4 S 

(4) Buch. f. 233. Hume, f. 223. G Buch. P. 234, 


\ 
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Gons of his ( Foaching Fate intomupted 
bis Slumbers, ani the Day was ſpent in 
blocking up his Maſter, and watching, ar 
gainſt the Approaches of Truth, his Roy 
Ear; whilſt he ſtrove to delude bimſelf, 
and divert his gloomy Thoughts with mi- 
ſtaken Proofs of imaginary Security, and 
vainly fancied he ſtruck Terror into others, 
by repeating injudicious Inſtances of his ab- 
ſolute and irreſiſtible Power at Court ; whilſt 
the Miniſter's Head, I ſay, was thus di- 
ſtracted, the Intereſts of his Maſter, with 
regard to foreign Powers, lay totally ne- 
glected; or, like the domeſtick Affairs, 
were ſacriſieed to his private Views, which 
now center d wholly in his own Preſerva- 
tion (). But the many curious and un- 
foreſeen Cirumſtanees that occurr'd, in Re- 
lation to the Situation at Home, and ſeem d 
wotthy of Notice; has already ſwell'd this 
Paper to ſuch a Bulk, that, like the Mini- 
ſter, I ſhall paſs ſlightly over the foreign 
Notwithſtanding the Troubles in the Be- 
ginning of King James Il's Reign, by his 
prudent and manly Conduct, and keepin 
Faith religiouſly with his Allies, he brought 
his Kingdom to be reſpected Abroad, and 
his Friendſhip was courted by foreign 
A 

II Buch. p. 232. Lind. . 77, 78. Hume, p. 223. 
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A ſtrong Proof of this Witte in that res 
markable Speech (g) of Edward IV's Am- 
baſſadors, entreating his Aſſiſtanee and Sup- 
t And theſe Regards were rather in- 
creaſed than dimimſhed, during the Admi- 
niſtration of Archbiſhop Kennedy, and tho 
Boyds, in Fames III's Minority (5). But, 
under Sir Robert's Adminiſtration, partly 
thro' Folly, and a beaſtly Ignorance of e- 
very 'Thing that related to theſe Matters, 
and partly by his Perfily, in not fulfilling 
his Engagements with foreign Princes (i), 
the Nation came to be held in the utmoſt 
Contempt Abroad: And when the King's 
Diſtreſſes fell upon him, however he might 


Matter himſelf before, he felt, when it was 


too late, that he had not one Ally left (E.) 
Of theſe I ſhall give but a few Inſtances, 
but they are ſtrong, | 
Lewis XI. was, about this Time, ſays 

Spotiſewood, upon the Point of diffolvin 
the ancient League with Scorland. And 
ſurely it muſt have been a maſterly Blun- 
der in a Scorch Miniſter, or a ſovereign 
tia | . Cons 


Lind. p, 59. (Y) Legati A | auditi | 
as LIP 8 15. datz. Buch. p. 224. (i) Edward 
and his Council to aſſiſt ing, becauſe they 
bad often, withogt Succeſs, required s ſti⸗ 
Park. 7 by the Treaty of 1454 and 1472. Lind. 


uch 
2. 238. 
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Contempt of his Adminiſtration, that could 
provoke a French King to think of renoun- 


nal Uſe to his Predeceſſors. The Miniſter 
had, at the ſame Time, acted ſo fooliſhly, 
or falſly, or both; with Edward IV. that, 
by Advice of his Council, he determined 


. 238. Lind. p. 88. 


do break off the Match between his Daugh- 
ter and the Prince of Scotland, tho Mat- 


ters had gone ſo far, that Part of her Por- 


| | « tion was actually paid, But ſuch were the 


Diſpoſitions in Scor/and toward the Admi- 

| niſtration, and ſo obſtinately did the Kin 
perſiſt in ſupporting this obnoxious Ming 
ſter, that it was apprehended in England, 
ſays Buchanan, © That James and his Po- 
© fterity would be drove out of the King- 
* dom(/).' And fo, indeed, in all Proba- 


| bility, it would have happen'd, had not his 


Son, afterward' Fames VI. taken the Mea- 
fare he did, in putting himſelf ſo ſeaſonably 
at the Head of the Country Party (m). 
YET, in order to amuſe the World while 
he work'd his own dirty Jobs, Treaties 
and Negotiations were much in 1 in 


Sir Roberts Days. Such was his famous 
| Treaty 


(I) Edwardus de concilii ſententia, ſonſuit 
nyptits pactus 
quod, in tantis ingeſtinis diſidiis, . metueret ne 
poſteritas regno pelleretur. (m) Hume, P. 229. 


que 


k. 


eing an Alliance, in all Ages, of ſuch ſig - 


erat, irrita fieri. e | 
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Treaty of _ 1 
Guaranties of Succeſſion, introduced with 
the pompous Preamble, © of promoting the 
© Wealth, Peace, Honour, and Jntereft of 
© this noble Vis; but concluded, as the 
Event plainly ſhews, with the upright 
intention of Tzxicxixs Edward into 
Compliance with the Execution of ſome of 
bis pernicious or ridiculous Projects; for he 
never executed one Article of this Treaty, 


tho” the Succours ſtipulated were often re- 


quired, and ſtrenuouſly infiſted upon (). 
- .Sucu were his fruitleſs Embaſſies and 
Commiſſions, to put a Stop to the Cla- 
mours of the Merchants, who, in Time 
of Peace, had ſuffered immenſe Loſſes, by 
the Depredations of the Imhabitants of the 
low Countries (o), But had he want ho- 
peſtly, which tis much doubted he never 


ſo impotent an Adminiſtration, and con- 
ducted by ſuch Heads. 

Tux main Inſtrument he made Uſe of 
in theſe Tranſactions, was ono Rager, a 
Talent 
conſiſted 


9 Lind. 5. 96. Federa Ang - Tom. II. 5. 82 
— : (9 Bod.” Anto eee meret 


legati—ad ſedendas mereatorum 
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ons ſhould prove ſucceſsful, ſupported - by 
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gatis in Scofiem . poſtquam ſemel 
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eonſiſted in Lying and Buffoonry (). His 
firſt Appearance in the World, was in the 
Retinue of an Ainbaſſador, and by his Im- 
pudence, his finging lewd (3) Songs, and 
an aukward Drollery, he thruſt himſelf in 
among his Betters, and buſtled into Court 
at ſo lucky a Seaſon, that he roſe to 
Honours, and is repreſented as the ſecond 
Perſon of this glorious Miniſtry 6 
Whether or no he was any ways relate 

to Sir Robert, I have not been able to diſ- 
cover, but, as they lived in great Intima- 
cy, in their Fate they were Brothers, fot 
they were both hang'd over the ſame 


Bridge. : ; F 
he neceſſary Effects, the 


Long were t 
inevitable Conſequences of the Meaſures 
of theſe two extraordinary Miniſters, fore- 
ſeen ; often were they foretold, that the 
Injaries, the Affronts, their Conduct had 
drawn from all Quarters of the Kingdom, 
were only the Forerunners of greater Evils; 
that as Trade, Riches, and the Authority, 

inſeparable 

(Þ) Rogerus Anglus cantor, qui cum Regis Anglis le- 

IS 1 I iterum Regr 
auditus pla eo retentus, & diviriis auctus, brevĩ 
in equ ordinem eſt aſeri E contempt! 
genere hominum ſol. auda. & improb. com Buch. 


J. 231. (4) Roger, an Inticer to Lewdneſs, Hume, p. 
222. (1) On theſe Two he repoſed the Burden of ks 
Affairs, Hzane, Thil. © + 


{ 44 ) ah 
inſeparable from a flouriſhing Nation, were 
acquired by Force, by Force they muſt be 
maintained and defended: But, till an In- 

vaſion was actually attempted, their ſlaviſh 
Advocates impudently aſſerted, that it was 
politick to wink at trifling Diſgraces, as they 
term'd them, and that the artful Negotia- 
tions, the ſuperior Abilities of the unpre- 
cedented Miniſters, would extricate the 
Nation from the Dangers that threaten'd 
it, with leſs Expence and greater Safety, 
than the Hazard wherewith violent Mea- | ” 
ſures is conſtantly attended ().. 
Bur theſe were meer Pretences. The 
real Cauſe of the Miniſter's Backwardneſs, | 
to engage in a War, was, that he ſaw his 
own Ruin inſeparable from it (z). 
. He could not expect chearful Supplies, 
from a People whole Deſtruction he had 
projected, and gone far towards accom-— 
pliſhing : He had ſuffered the Merchants, 
with Impunity, to be plunder'd ; he had 
plotted the Diſgrace of all the great Men, 
and in depreſſing them confiſted his Safe- 
ty ; how could he hope for Support or 
e from either ? And ſo thorough- 
ly was he in the End deſerted, that how- 
ever they might rubon in peaceable Times, 
be had not Men to ſerve under him, who 
| were 


(S) Lind. f. 76. (t) Buch. pe 232. 


( 44 ) 
were equal to the Bacre of cammon 
| Buſineſs, in caſe of a War, Nay, farther, 

there was not a Man in the Kingdom, to 

whom his jealous Pate (even before his 
Situation became ſo tickliſh ) would ven- 
ture to entruſt the Command of an Army. 
Hz ſaw he was undone, if the King 
went Abroad without him, and he felt, at 
Lawder, the fatal Effects of attending him 

in his Expedition. Theſe Upſtarts, in 

" © fine, lays Buchanan, who bad raiſed 

© themſelves upon the Ruins of all that was 

great, and reſpetted in the Kingdom; 

; © who, from Beggars, bad enriched them- 

, | © ſelves by the Lofſes and Calamities of 

s |. © Thouſands. of their Fellow-Citizens ; 

© whoſe Conduft, in a Word, and weak 

© Counſels, bad occaſioned the Var, dread- 
© ed nothing ſo much as bringing an Army 
|, © intothe Field (u). And, rather than ex- 

poſe their Perſons and Eſtates to theſe c- 

vident Hazards, they reſolved to behold, 

with . Tranquillity, the Execution of 

Schemes which evidently tended towards 

dethroning the King, and the Ruin of the 

Country. | . cs 

F | Fox 

19 2 enim vr egeni, & qui ex — — ca- 
itatibus creverant, ue impotentium confihiorum 
auRores therant, does, ſeil. bellum.— Inviti ex- 


ercitum inducunt, Buch. b. 232. Loath were theſe 
ew Men to the Work, Hume, p. 223. 
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Fox Men who 3.99, ſo much of thei? 
f Dexterity, in getting into the Cabinets 
* of Princes, could not be ignorant of the 
Duke of Albany's Sollicitations in France, 
and his Intrigues at the Court of England, 
and that Edward, led by Intereſt and In- 
clination (x), had long waited a proper 
Opportunity, and was then actually mak- 
ing Preparations to ſend him Home with a 
powerful Army, in order to place him on 
the Throne. Vet no Steps were taken to 
defeat theſe Intrigues, ao Meaſures entred 
into to create a Diverſion, nor a ſerious 
Thought of putting the Nation in a Po- 
ſture of Defence, till the Enemy was in 


the Country. "oy. Paſlages of theſe - 


Times give Ground to ſuſpect, that, by his 
Agents Abroad, the Miniſter intended to 
make Terms with the Duke; and, in 
Hopes to ſcreen himſelf from Juſtice, by 
the Intereſt of ſo conſiderable a Party, that 
he was reſolved to be himſelf the Inſtru- 
ment of dethroning his Maſter (5): But, 
ſuch a Scheme required an abler Head than 
his to carry it into Execution; and, if it 
was his Intention, the Fact is, that he 
bungled it, as he did moſt other Things. 
Bur whatever Motives the Miniſter 


Was 


Fed. Ang. Tom 12. P. 156, 160, 161. (3) Buch · 


p. 234. Hume, p. 227. 
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was guided by, the Patriots were not 
wanting in their Duty; and, notwithſtand - 
ing the many fruitleſs Remonſtrances they 
had already made, they reſolved now to 
make a laſt Effort. To that End, they 
© deputed a wiſe Man, (as Lindſay writes) 
to repreſent to the King, the fatal Con- 
© ſequences of the Diſcontents that dai. 
* ty. encreaſed throughout the Kingdom, 
* and the imminent Danger to which his 
a ajefiy expoſed himſelf, by entruſting the 
* Adminiſiration of bis Afairs, and the 
© Defence of the Nation, to Perſons who 
© bad nothing in View but their particu- 
* lar Profits. To conjure his Majeſty to 


© lay afide all Jealouſy and Suſpicion of 


© their Loyalty and Zeal, and to aſſure 
* him, that, by hearkening to their faith- 
*ful Counſels, be would quickly regain 


© the Aﬀettions of his People, and reflore 


* bis Kingdom to the ſame flouriſhing Con- 
© dition wherein bis royal Father left it. 

But if, contrary to their earneſt Wiſhes 
© for bis Majeſty's Safety and Honour, be 
ill per ſiſted in ſuffering himſelf to be de- 
* luded by theſe perderſe and ſelfiſh Coun- 


* ſellors : They bumbly begged Leave to 


* proteſt, that they ſhould be held guiltleſs 

* of the Miſgovernment of the Realm, before 

* God and Man; and whatever 8 
| mig 
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- 1 
right enſue, muſt ly at bis Majeſty's 
177; wit ag 81 24 
Tuts zealous Proteſt or Remonſtrance 
of the Patriots, incenſed, but did not con- 
vince the King. The Subſtance of his An- 
ſwer was, That he liked thoſe he employ- 
ed, and would not turn a Man forth of 
© bis Company for their Pleaſure. And, 
ſeeing that farther Endeavours of that 
Nature were to no Purpoſe, they deter- 
mined to wait a p Seaſon of attempt- 
ing a Remedy more effectual. | 


Tnus, while the Miniſter went on pro- 


jecting, —— blundering, trem- 
ling, bluſtering, diſgracing and corrupt 
ing, and the unwearied Patriots remon- 
ſtrat ing, computing, oppoſing, proteſting 
and watching, the Opportunity long 
looked for at laſt offered, and they were 
too quick - ſighted to let it eſcape them. 
Turin Neighbours, invited by their in- 
teſtine Diſcord (a), the univerſal Diſcon- 
tent, and the Weakneſs of the Admini- 
. tration, judged it a proper Juncture to in- 
vade them; and all Things were ready 
for the Execution, before the Courtiers 
would acknowledge there was any ſuch 
Deſign, Sous 


(z) Lindſay, P. 76. (a) Alexandre Magna auxi- 
ha conventura, & nobilitatem eum Rege diſtordem ſus 
am fore, Anglus pollicebatur, Buch. p. 231. 
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Sou Counties the Miniſter had, with 
his uſual tender Kegard for the publick 
Welfare, already ſuffered to be laid waſte 
by the Enemy (b) ; but Treaties, Negotia- 
tions and Congreſſes, were become Thread- 
bare Tales ; even Roger bluſh'd ! to men- 
tion them, and their Store of pacifick Ex- 
pedients was now quite exhauſted. So that 
Self-defence, the Cries of the oppreſſed 
(c), and the Tumults of the People, com- 


pelled them at laſt to take the Field, and 


the King, with his Cabinet-Council, at the 
Head of 50000 Men, advanced toward the 
Enemy (d). As their conſummate Wiſdom 
had brought the Nation into theſe Difficul- 
ties, they were judged, no Doubt, the a- 
bleſt, the moſt proper Heads to extricate 
it, and with them alone did the King 
continue to conſult, even with Regard to 
his warlike Operations (e). 

Tunis Conduct, if it did not quicken 
the Reſentment of the Patriots, it ſerved, 
at leaſt, to juſtiſy their Proceedings to the 
Multitude, and facilitate their Succeſs; 
and as they perceived theſe favourable Diſ- 


poſitions 


| (b) Quamquam res Scotiæ, vaſtatis aliquot regionibus, 


jore in loco erat, tamen— inviti, Buch. P. 232. (c) 
Lind. p. 77. (d) Hume, P. 223. (e) Rex nihil de ſu- 
periorum temporum ratione omittebat, nobilitate enim 
diffiſus, omnia per domeſticum conſilium tranſigebat, 
Buch. P. 232. "0 


” PM 
poſitions, ' they reſolved to improve them 
in as quiet and regular a Manner as the 
Nature of their Delign would permit (/ > 
For this Purpoſe, after the ſecond Days 
March, they appointed the Earls of Angus 
and Argyle, the Chancellor, Epandale, 
and ſome others of the moſt conſiderable 
of the Party, to conſult what was proper to 


be done, and prepare Matters for a gene- 
ral Meeting, which was accordingly held, 
at Three next Morning, in the Church of 


Lawd 


er C. F 
I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a 


Tranſlat ion of the Earl of Auguss Speech 
(Þ); it contains a Recapitulation of the 
Grievances already mentioned, He laid 
before them, in moving Terms, the State 
of the Nation, and, in particular, the un- 
happy Circumſtances of the Nobility, the 


chief of them being thruſt into Diſgrace, 


and their Country deprived of their Ser- 
vices, becauſe they diſdained to concur in 
dirty Jobs, and act contrary to Convicti- 
on and Conſcience (i). He lamented the 
Condition of the King, a Prince of infi- 


nite Worth, and ſuch Qualities as would 


render 


e Dach. f. 232. Hume, p. 223. (F Lind. f. 77. 
ba b. 224» (þ) Buch. P. 233 · (5) Principes nobi- 
15, in exilium pulſi, aut pati intoleranda, aut nefaria 


| 


| 


ec. 


| 


an of Merit, and will ſuffer none that 


ö 


| (.47 
render his Kingdom perfoctly happy, were 
he not entangled in the Snares of the Mi- 
niſter, who held him in a Sort of Captivi- 
ty, even in the Sight of his Enemies Camp, 
© What Arts, continued he, has not this 
Man put in Practice to ruin and oppreſs 
* you And does not his Guilt lay bim un- 
© der the Neceſſity of perſeveriug in them? 
© He knows be is, with Juſtice, deteſted of 
, © all Men; and is therefore become a pul- 
, * lick Enemy. . He is conſcious of bis own 


Bar Parts or Virtue to approach the 
 * Throne. Whoſoever has Riches to ſati- 
© ate his Avarice, or Porver to oppoſe bis 
» © nernicious Schemes, bim he ranks am 
| © the Number of his Enemies ; and in theſe 
© perplexed Circumſtances are we, by bis 

p C : . 
Means, involved in a foreign War. But 
» © which are to be eſteemed the moſt dange- 
* rous Enemies, thoſe who arm you againſt 
* their Hoſtilities, by a publick Declarati- 
© on of Var, or the Traitors, zwho, within 
* your Walls, lay in Ambuſh to ſurpriſe and 
* defiroy yon? ¶ bo, alicnating bis Maje- 
* fty's Ahections from his real Friends, le- 


© tray him to his Enemies, and leave you 

* depriwd of a Leader, cæpoſed to continual 

* Alarms. If you are overcome, though you 
| | may 


( 48 ) 


* may eſcape Death, Slavery and Shams, 
* worſe than a thouſand Teaths! muſt be 


your Portion: And, ſhould we bars the 
good Fortune to conquer, hall we wg 
acquire Honour to the King, who is 

ready detain'd a Priſoner ? Shall we pur- 
© chaſe the Comforts of Peace to ourſelves, 
© whoſe Ruin the Mini ſter is hourly plot- 


a K A 


ting? Shall we preſerve the Liberties of 


* our Country, which he is perpetually de- 
© o6fong Projetts to enſlave? No! — To 


© perpetuate that Miniſter's Tyranny — 7 


© ſecure bim Impunity for his paſt Crimes 
© — To increaſe the Seroitude, in which, 


© by bis Artifices, he holds the King, is to 
© be the Price of ſo much noble Blood; and, 


© inflead of delivering us from Troubles 4- 
© broad — Vittory, as Matters now ſtand, 
© will ſerce only to increaſe our Miſeries at 


© Home. My Opinion therefore is, in 32 


© Word — That we ought to ſhake off our 


© domeſtick Fetters, and rid ourſelves of © 


— . - _—_ 


© inteſtine Foes, before we engage with @ | - 


© foreign Enemy. If you att otherwiſe, you 
© muſt become Slaves to the Luſt aud Ambi- 
© tion of a few; you will ſtrengthen the 
© Hands of your moſt dangerous Enemy, 
* and thereby become Traitors to your King 
aud your Country. a 

* What 


TW) 


= . © That you determine, I pray COD 75 
F © arafdir: -. <. r Now nl 
| 1720 x Farl of Angus's Speech had all the 
Effects he could have wiſhed; and nothing 
was to be heard in the Church, but a con- 
fus d Noiſe of Traitors ! Fuſtice | publick 
Enemies (). This the Lord Gray inter- 
| rupted with the Fable of the Mice(/), who 
i having met to conſult about the Methods 
do prevent their being ſurpriſed by the Cat; 
reſolved, that tying a Bell about her Neck 
would infallibly anſwer that End ; but 
When it came to the Execution, they were 
all ſilent, and none of them ſeem d fond of 
the Office. The Earl underſtood his Mean- 
ing, and boldly replied, * Iwill Bell jbe 
© Cat; and what you reſolve upon ſhall 
© not lack Execution (m). Upon which it 
was unanimouſly agreed, that the Miniſter 
and his Accomplices ſhould be forthwith 
| - ſeized, and brought to Judgment. And, 
that their Reſolution might be executed 
with the * Decency, a few Lords on- 
ly, with a ſufficient Number of their Friends, 
were deputed to Court for that Purpoſe (n). 
Ix their Way to the King's Tent, they 
met Sir Robert, who, with a numerous At- 
G tendance; 
. Malos male perdendos. (1) Hume, p. 22 
11 (n) Hume, Ibid. Buch. 9 þ 225. (6) 


6. os 
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tendance, came to enquire the Reaſon of 
their aſſembling at ſo unuſual an Hour (o); 
bur, by their Behaviour, his Followers 
ſeem'd to have been better Flatterers than 
Fighters; fitter for a Levee than a Camp: 
For, when the Earl of Angus delivered 
him Priſoner to one of his Servants, and 
pulling the Collar from about his Neck, 
told him, © He would take Care to provide 
* him in one that would become ſuch a Fel- 
lot better, the Levee diſperſed in the 
uſual Manner, without preſuming to give 
the leaſt Diſturbance, _ 

As ſoon as his Creatures and Accompli- 
ces were apprehended, he was tried in the 
uſual Form, without Tumult, Mob, or Diſ- 
order; and, purſuant to his Sentence, he 
was, to the inexpreſſible Joy of all that 


were preſent, hang'd over the Bridge, in a 


Hair Tether (p). This, it ſeems, was made 


Choice of, to check his ill tim d Magnifi- 


cence, in begging to be tuck d up in a ſil- 
ken String, of which he offered to provide 
chem. | | 

- How many of his Aſſociates ſuffered at 
the fame Time, is uncertain ; no Body is 
nam d but poor Roger. But, by the Hiſto- 
hs rian's 
; (0) Hume, p. 224. Buck, N. 234. ( Above the 
| of his Complices, Lind, p. 78, 79. 


* Majeſty's Defire, was forgiven. 
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rian's Account, the Number muſt have been 
conſiderable; for it is ſaid, © That none of 
© theſe wicked Counſellors, bis Accomplices, 
© eſcaped, except a Stripling, of a good Fa» 
* mily, who, to ſave his Life, got up be- 
* bind the King s Horſe (g), and, at his 
What 
Station he was in ſeems very doubtful ; for 
the ſame Writers call him ſometimes © 4 
* Counſellor, ſometimes one of the Miniſter's 
* Cabal, always one of the Guilty, and 
© ſometimes @ Page (r). This, indeed, 
may be owing to a Smock Face, to his 
Youth, or poſlibly to his getting up behind 
the King : But, by all I have been able to 
gather from the beſt Accounts, He was 
ſomething amphibious, between a Page and 
a Privy Counſellor. 

* Thus, ſays a judicious Writer (s), they 
© did romove theſe Men, wwhom the Good of 
© of the King, of the Nobility, and of the 
* whole Cuntry required, neceſſarily, to be 
* remored from their Prince. Tet it was 
© done with as great Reſpeca to himſelf, 
* as it could be in ſuch a Caſe, where 
© Matters cvere to proceed contrary to bis 
* Mind. They 2 his Perſon no Vio- 


lence ; 


(9) Lind. p. 79. (r) Hume, f. 222. Buch. p. 23 
Lind. ibid. (5) Hume, 9 * 
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